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Safety - Online and In Class

There is no doubting that our children have access to an almost endless amount of information and entertainment ,, —
online. What is also irrefutable is that teaching them how to navigate these safely, is one of the key concerns of the \ ’g
challenges of bringing up and educating children in the 21st century. ' )
Each year, Ofcom conduct a wide reaching survey and review of online habits - you will find this year's key takeaways
on the second page of this newsletter. The reach and impact of online learning and usage cannot be overstated, with
77% of 5-7 yr. olds using a tablet to regularly go online.

However, this access comes with negative side effects - just, take a moment to read over the list of parental concerns in
the Ofcom review! As a parent myself, striking the balance between allowing my children freedom and access to the
wealth of useful (and quite a lot of useless) information, whilst shielding them from the more concerning elements, is a
daily battle!

In terms of learning, we have a relatively new computing curriculum. Each year group has an e-Safety
unit and we look at ways of staying safe online as part of our PSHE curriculum. Teaching our children
how fo stay safe is really important. As well as planned curriculum time, we also listen to our community and react to
unforeseen challenges: we recently had our Community Police Team come and talk to Year 6 about using WhatsApp &
social media responsibly.

@ The curriculum reaches beyond safety lessons. This week, Mr Rennie & | have been going around the school to see what
else is taught during computing lessons. We were blown away by the range and complexity of the children’s work - we
saw Computer Aided Design (CAD) in Year 5, programming in Y4 and Y1!l There was also stop frame animation in Year 2!
Wow! Ask your child what they are learning about in class, we think you might be pleasantly surprised (and, possibly,

Y4 programming a

slightly baffled!!) |
Y5 @ Imperia
War Museum

33 Keep On Running!
'j The playground is alive with red-faced children, all enthusiastically taking
part in the school based TCS mini-marathon. Each child has been set the
task of completing 2.6 miles over the course of the week. They have thrown
themselves into this challenge with gusto. The event has been organised by
our PE lead, Ms Lepere, who emailed the community last week. This is also a
fundraising opportunity, you can make a donation via ParentPay - or click
on the photo of the participating children to donate via SumUp.
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T, AR v ¥ / PTA International Food Fair - Fri 17th May 3.30pm

We are excited to announce the return of the Edmund Waller International
Food Fair after school on Friday 17th May!

This is a free event held in the playground after school that invites families to
share their favourite food dishes with the wider school community and gives

. . children the opportunity to taste new foods from around the world.
Climate Champions . . .
Our Climate Chamoions - one of the school’s We are looking for parents & carers who would like to organise some food to
v . P . share and either host a table or bring a dish along to share with our children
student bodies - are on a bit of aroll at the and families

moment. They successfully secured £400 from
Lewisham council to carry out a series of eco-
friendly initiatives. They are starting with buying two
Terracycle bins. These bins will be for hard to
recycle plastic - Pritt Sticks, pens - neither of which
are accepted in standard recycling schemes;
both of which we get through a fair few of! They

In the past we've been proud to host tables by parents from Serbia, Ghana,
Sierra Leone, Lithuania, India, Lebanon, Argentina, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Ireland,
New Zealand and many more. Dishes from within the UK also welcomel!

If you would like to take part please let the PTA know

via ptaedmundwaller@gmail.com or send a message via your class group. We
know that ingredients can be expensive and can cover costs of up to £15 per
family fo provide a dish for the fair - please contact the PTA for more details.

will be leading an assembly on Tuesday to ra
infroduce these to the whole school.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guldes empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skill
conversations with children about onling safety, mental health and welibelng, and cimate change, Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, t
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com

What Parents & Educators Can Learn from the

OFCOM MEDIA REPORT 2024

Each year, Ofcom - the UK’s regulatory body for communications - produces an overview of children and parents’' media experiences
over the course of the previous year. At the time of writing, the latest of these reports, 'Children and parents: media use and attitudes
2024’ has just been published, and we've plucked out some of its most thought-provoking findings regarding online safety.
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