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Know, Explore, Communicate

Maths



Intent – Mission statement
Edmund Waller mathematicians:
- have a deep understanding and profound confidence in maths
- relish complex problem solving and are curious explorers
- see the beauty in the mathematical patterns and structures that are all around us 
- are resourceful, collaborative critical thinkers and connection makers
We provide a high-quality maths education that develops flexible and creative mathematicians 
who have a firm base in number fluency and strong subject knowledge that allows all learners to 
enjoy and succeed in mathematics. 

Edmund Waller School Vision
• Humanity - a culture of visible kindness where everyone is treated fairly and respectfully.
• Creativity - an environment where children have the skills to think creatively, take risks, explore the world and 

communicate their findings with others.
• Ambition - high expectations for all learners ensuring equitable access to the curriculum and other opportunities 

within school



Intent – Vision
We aim to create fluent, passionate and curious mathematicians through teaching a coherently sequenced, 
experience-based maths curriculum underpinned by dedicated, highly skilled teachers with expert subject 
knowledge. We want our pupils to acquire a deep, long-term, secure and adaptable understanding of maths; 
to achieve mastery that enables them to move on to more advanced material. 

Our Whole School Maths Vision is: 
· for all children to become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics so that they develop conceptual 
understanding along with the ability to rapidly recall and apply knowledge fluently and accurately. 
· for problem solving to be at the heart of mathematics, having mathematicians who thrive on challenge and 
have the opportunity to apply their knowledge to a range of concepts. 
· for all children to develop a range of strategies, selecting the most efficient for the context and being able to 
explain why this is. 
· to develop all our children’s confidence and resilience in mathematics through promoting fascination and 
excitement of the subject and having a classroom culture that celebrates and learns from mistakes. 
· for all children to reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, developing an argument and proof, 
conjecturing relationships, and organising their thoughts to provide clarity. 
· to promote the importance of mathematics in everyday life with children learning through real life contexts 
and having maths exposed in a range of subject areas. 
· to provide opportunities for pattern seeking and making connections between mathematical concepts. 
· to have the CPA approach built-in to our lessons, using a range of models and manipulatives to develop both 
procedural fluency and conceptual understanding. 
· for mathematical language to be rooted in our practice, ensuring opportunities to develop confidence in using 
this.



Implementation

Mastery curriculum & lessons

At Edmund Waller we follow the NCETM Ready to progress curriculum 
structure – a research informed programme of study. Our aim is that all 
children achieve the year’s targets in order to be ready to progress to 
the next year’s curriculum, and as a result, we are focusing on moving 
slower through the curriculum, but at a greater depth and with a 
greater variety of application, so that our learners can apply what they 
have learned in multiple contexts.



Implementation
Whole class teaching – children are taught as a whole class for daily one hour lessons, as well as a daily 20 minute fluency 
session

We believe our maths lessons should be full of talking and discussion, of sharing ideas. Our lessons are much more of a tennis 
rally with short tasks and then whole class discussions or teacher clarification of misconceptions, followed by more 
independent tasks, and finally coming back to the teacher to wrap up, confirm understanding, and to check if we can move 
on as a class, or if we need to revisit the same objective in a different way the next day.

The structure is as follows:

- I do: The teacher introduces the main mathematical concept and objective for the lesson, as well as key words and stem 
sentences that are rehearsed together

- We do: Together, the class explore, discuss and reason with each other using key vocabulary, concrete objects and pictorial 
representations to help them prove their points.

- We do: Come back as a class to share findings, check understanding and remodel new learning if necessary

- You do: learners practise the day’s objective independently through solving a variety of problems

- Plenary: The teacher checks understanding, celebrates successes and assesses if the class is ready to move on, or if more 
time is needed on the day’s objective.



Implementation

Teachers plan and deliver inclusive lessons to address the needs of all 
pupils with the use of scaffolding, skilful questioning, rapid intervention 
and carefully designed enriching activities. The vast majority of pupils 
progress through the programmes of study at broadly the same pace. 
Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly are challenged by being offered rich 
and sophisticated problems before any acceleration to new content. 
Those who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material consolidate 
their understanding, including through additional practice, before 
moving on. Teachers aim to rapidly address gaps in children’s 
understanding within the lesson and through targeted intervention 
outside of the lesson.
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Impact

What are the outcomes of our curriculum for our learners?

• The impact of our curriculum on our learners’ development of mathematical skills and knowledge is 
measured formatively and summatively. Teachers check for understanding throughout each lesson, and will 
spend more time on, or revisit concepts in different contexts to ensure understanding is achieved by all 
pupils. End of unit assessments help inform teaching, and interventions (in the form of pre-teaching lesson 
objectives) are planned to support and enable the success of each child. Summative termly assessments 
feed in to pupil progress meetings with the maths lead and SLT to ensure that pupils are supported to make 
good progress across the school. 

• These factors ensure that we are able to maintain high standards in mathematics. In the Early Years, a 
mixture of child-initiated and quality teacher-led learning enables the vast majority of pupils to progress 
seamlessly onto the National Curriculum by achieving their Early Learning Goals in mathematics. Upon 
completion of Year 6, our curriculum enables pupils to be fully prepared and equipped to successfully 
continue their mathematical learning journey at secondary school and in their later lives.



Outcomes – at the end of Reception



Outcomes – at the end of Year 1



Outcomes – at the end of Year 2



Outcomes – at the end of Year 3



Outcomes – at the end of Year 4



Outcomes – at the end of Year 5



Outcomes – at the end of Year 6
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